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learning from which the monasteries as a whole stood aloof.
They did play a certain part in the diffusion of knowledge.
They often provided the materials for study, for some of
them had well-stocked libraries, where the work of copying
still went on. Occasionally a monastery attracted students
owing to the fame of one of its monks as a teacher. The
school at Bee was started to raise money for the monastery,
and became famous because of the reputation of Lanfranc,
and then of Anselm. But this was accidental and temporary.
The monasteries were places of prayer and contemplation,
and so far as monks engaged in study and learning they did
so mainly from a purely practical and religious standpoint.
Their attitude was strictly conservative, so that they were
hostile, as St. Bernard was, to the new spirit that was becom-
ing so manifest. This new spirit was one of enquiry, curious,
eager to know and to know why and wherefore; it was not
indeed emancipated from the past, but it was not too closely
tied to the apron-strings of authority.
Cathedral	For the demand thus created it was the cathedral schools
schools Qy£ catered. Every bishop was supposed to provide instruc-
tion for his clergy, and though several failed to do so, there
were a number of cathedrals which had schools, and which
welcomed scholars from outside. Monastic schools remained
private, cathedral schools became public schools. The educa-
tion of the .clergy was supposed to be given free of charge, but
it was the custom for pupils to give presents to their masters,
and the masters thus made a fair livelihood and the schools
at first were not burdened with the payment of stipends. It
was a competitive business, and schools waxed and waned
with the fame of their masters. Scholars would come from
long distances to sit at the feet of a famous master, for educa-
tion, like the Church itself, was international in character;
nor was language a bar, since Latin was the universal language
of the Church, and therefore of education. It was all rather
fortuitous for a time. Students would move from one school
to another, as John of Salisbury describes himself as doing,
to listen to different masters. For some schools acquired
particular fame in one branch of learning, Montpellier in
medicine, Chartres in letters, Paris in philosophy, Laon in
theology. Some of them, Laon and Tours for instance, had
only a brief existence; Chartres, despite its fame from the

